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Bunge Lenye Meno
A  Pa r l i a m e n t  wi t h  Te e t h ,  fo r  Ta n z a n i a

By  Sa m u e l  Si t t a  M P,  Wi l l i b r o d  Sl a a  MP,  Jo h n  Ch e y o  MP  an d  Ma r k  As h u r s t
 
Af r i c a  Re s e a r c h  Ins t i t u t e  is  pl e a s e d  to  an n o u n c e  pu b l i c a t i o n  of  Bunge  Lenye  
Meno, an  ins i d e r s ’  ac c o u n t  of  the  ch a n g i n g  rel a t i o n s h i p  be t w e e n  the  Ta n z a n i a n  
pa r l i a m e n t  in  Do d o m a ,  the  go v e r n m e n t  in  Da r  es  Sa l a a m ,  an d  the  imp l i c a t i o n s  
for  de v e l o p m e n t .  

Fo r  mo s t  of  Ta n z a n i a ’ s  po s t- ind e p e n d e n c e  his t o r y ,  et h n i c  an d  rel i g i o u s  
tol e r a n c e  ha s  be e n  un d e r p i n n e d  by  the  do m i n a n t  go v e r n i n g  pa r t y  Ch a m a  Ch a  
Ma p i n d u z i  (CCM).  Ea s t  Af r i c a ’ s  mo s t  po p u l o u s  na t i o n  ha s  be e n  a  be a c o n  of  
po l i t i c a l  st a b i l i t y  in  a  tro u b l e d  reg i o n ,  bu t  an  un y i e l d i n g  ma c h i n e  po l i t i c s  ha s  
res i s t e d  at t e m p t s  to  wr e s t  inf l u e n c e  fro m  the  ru l i n g  el i t e  –  un t i l  no w .

In  th i s  ca n d i d  an d  ba l a n c e d  rep o r t ,  a  cro s s- pa r t y  gr o u p  of  ac t i v i s t  
pa r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  de s c r i b e  the i r  pa r t  in  as s e r t i n g  the i r  co n s t i t u t i o n a l  rol e :  the  
‘ove r s i g h t ’  of  go v e r n m e n t  bu s i n e s s ,  an d  the  ‘cha l l e n g e  fun c t i o n ’  of  sta n d i n g  up  
to  ex e c u t i v e  po w e r .  Th e  un f o l d i n g  co n t e s t  to  tra n s f o r m  Bunge , Ta n z a n i a ’ s  
Na t i o n a l  As s e m b l y ,  is  ch a n g i n g  po l i t i c a l  li fe  in  wa y s  wh i c h  ev e n  the  lea d i n g  
pr o t a g o n i s t s  ha r d l y  be l i e v e d  po s s i b l e .  

Th e i r  ac h i e v e m e n t s  inc l u d e  lau n c h i n g  the  fir s t  pa r l i a m e n t a r y  com m i t t e e  of  
en q u i r y ,  es t a b l i s h i n g  reg u l a r  Pr i m e  Mi n i s t e r ’ s  Qu e s t i o n s ,  an d  fre s h  sc r u t i n y  of  
the  for e i g n  do n o r s  wh o  con t r i b u t e  mo r e  tha n  40%  of  the  go v e r n m e n t  bu d g e t .  In  
the  str u g g l e  to  cr e a t e  vi g i l a n t  an d  ac c o u n t a b l e  pu b l i c  ins t i t u t i o n s  in  Af r i c a ,  
Ta n z a n i a  ha s  se t  an  im p o r t a n t  ex a m p l e .

AVAILABLE  FOR  INTERVIEW  ON  THURSDAY  NOVEMBER  27 TH

Th e  fol l o w i n g  em i n e n t  Ta n z a n i a n s  wi l l  be  in  Lo n d o n  for  the  lau n c h  of  Bunge Lenye  
Meno, an d  av a i l a b l e  for  in t e r v i e w  on  Th u r s d a y  No v e m b e r  27 th on l y :

Ludovick  S.L.  Utouh  Co n t r o l l e r  an d  Au d i t o r  G e n e r a l

Dr Harrison  G. Mwakyembe  MP  Ch a i r m a n  of  the  Ri c h m o n d  En q u i r y

Freeman  Mbowe Le a d e r  of  the  op p o s i t i o n  CH A D E M A

Iddi  Simba Fo r m e r  M i n i s t e r  of  Tr a d e ,  CC M  

Please contact: 020  7222  4006  or  aoiffe@africaresearchinstitute.org
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