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Think tank arques protestsin M alawi are not sudden eruption

As protests against the government of Malawi swhegapital Lilongwe, the commercial
capital Blantyre, and the northern city of Mzuzdrida Research Institute reveals how
Malawians have long used public radio to voice @logolitical and economic grievances.
Voices of disguiet on the Malawian airwaves highlights the importance of the country’s
most popular radio programmeNkhani Zam’Mabomar “News from Districts”. Broadcast
in Chichewa, a language spoken by few foreign@esptogramme content is easily
overlooked by donors and human rights activists.

The current unrest was triggered by sharp risélsarcost of living, fuel shortages and
repressive new government legislation. Everydagstap and injustice caused by
developments like these are the focus of manyestbries sent in tkhani Zam’Maboma
The programme is broadcast twice nightly, severs dayeek, to several million listeners.

The stories oNkhani Zam’Mabomaxpress discontent in a radically different waptmonan
rights organisations — and protesters. Local idiams proverbs that have a broad resonance
with the listening public are widely used. Authm# — from religious leaders to employers —
are taken to task in subtle rather than overt ways.

While human rights organisations focus their effam securing civil and political rights,
Nkhani Zam’Mabomaffers a platform for Malawians to pursue socradl &conomic rights.

In Malawi, activists have been slow to recogniss the provision of adequate economic
resources and opportunity might be a human rigisise, despite the entrenched poverty and
inequality that beset the country.

Public radio in Africa is seldom considered a fortanvoicing protest, or disquiet. For the
most part, public radio is regarded as a mouthpi@cthe incumbent government. During the
recent protests in Malawi, this has certainly béencase. Buikhani Zam’ Mabomas
broadcast by the Malawi Broadcasting CorporatioB(, demonstrating that “there is
always more than meets the eye (and the ear) ewfficgial news stories broadcast on the
MBC".

Nkhani Zam’Mabomé#as become an institution in its own right. ltstaudience is one that
Malawian human rights activists can only dreamNw&ver before has it been possible for
Malawians — irrespective of wealth, age, gendeatbnic origin — to articulate experiences of
abuse, injustice and violation so publically.



Notesto editors:

Africa Research Institute is a non-partisan tharkktbased in London. Our mission is to
draw attention to ideas that have worked in Afranad to identify new ideas where needed.

Voices of disquiet on the Malawian airwaves can be downloaded from the Africa Research
Institute websitehttp://bit.ly/pMZ2f2
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